
T

Dr. James Willerson Appointed President 
of Texas Heart Institute

T  he Board of Trustees of  
      the Texas Heart Institute  
      has announced the 
appointment of James T. 
Willerson, M.D., as president of 
the Texas Heart Institute effective 
August 1, 2008. The Board has 
also appointed Denton A. Cooley, 
M.D., as president emeritus of 
the Texas Heart Institute (THI). 
Dr. Cooley will remain surgeon-in-chief of THI and chief of 
Cardiovascular Surgery at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital.
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     he Texas Heart Institute 
family was deeply saddened 
by the recent loss of one of 
the world’s greatest physicians, 
Michael E. DeBakey, M.D., 
chancellor emeritus of Baylor 
College of Medicine. Last fall, 
Dr. DeBakey was inducted 
as an honorary member 
into the Denton A. Cooley 
Cardiovascular Surgical 
Society. 
	 Just a few months ago, 
Dr. DeBakey reciprocated 
the honor by inducting 
Dr. Cooley, a long-time 
professional rival, into the 
Michael E. DeBakey Surgical 
Society. Around the same 
time, Dr. DeBakey accepted 
an invitation to be

In  Memoriam
Michael E. DeBakey

The Brown Foundat ion, Inc.

The Texas Heart Institute at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital has received a $5 million grant from The Brown 

Foundation, Inc. The funds will help the non-profit Texas Heart Institute in its dual missions of groundbreaking 

research and education in cardiovascular medicine.  Since its inception in 1951, The Brown Foundation, Inc. has 

awarded more than $1.1 billion in grants through June, 2007. Of these funds, approximately 80% were awarded 

within the State of Texas with special emphasis on the City of Houston. The Foundation distributes funds for public 

charitable purposes, principally for education, the arts and community service.  We salute and thank the trustees of 

The Brown Foundation.  We are honored to be the beneficiary of their generosity.  

Donor Highl ight

See Dr. Willerson’s vision for THI 
in the coming years on page 6.

Dr. Willerson was appointed presi-
dent-elect of THI in 2004. He is also the 
medical director and co-director of the 
Cullen Cardiovascular Research Laborato-
ries at THI. He is the former chief of Car-

diology at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital 
and he is an adjunct professor of Medi-
cine at Baylor College of Medicine and 
at the University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center. He has been the president 



T      he Texas Heart Institute (THI) at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital (SLEH) is pleased to  
     announce that Mr. Charles Butt, Mr. David Grimes, Mr. Michael Linn and Mr.  
     Christopher Sarofim have been elected to the Board of Trustees. The role of the Board of 
Trustees is to help establish an environment that will allow scientists, physicians and support 
personnel to work at their highest capacity, and to build informed and steady support for 
these activities.  

Texas Heart Institute Elects New Members to
Board of Trustees and Appoints Honorary Trustees

Mr. Charles Butt became president of the H.E. Butt Grocery Company 

in 1971. Today, he is chairman and CEO of H-E-B, having grown the 

business from sales of $250 million in 1971 to over $15 billion today.  

He is a member of several academic and medical boards including the 

development boards of the UT Health Science Centers in Houston and San 

Antonio, the UT Chancellor’s Council Executive Committee and the M.D. 

Anderson University Cancer Foundation Board of Visitors. Mr. Butt is also 

a board member of the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, and the National 

Trust Council of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

Mr. David Grimes, who served as an Honorary Trustee prior 

to being elected to the Board of Trustees, is the Principal of 

Grimes Energy Company, President of Grimes Land and 

Exploration Company, President of Grimes Holdings, Inc., 

and Managing Partner of Trifecta Oil and Gas L.P. He is 

the Chairman of the Development Board of The University 

of Texas Health Science Center at Houston. He also serves 

on the Board of Visitors of M.D. Anderson Cancer Center 

and on the Advisory Board of the Draper Fisher Jurvetson 

Mercury Fund. 

Mr. Michael Linn is the Founder, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 

of Linn Energy, LLC. Mr. Linn currently sits on the National Petroleum 

Council and the American Exploration and Production Council.  He is 

a member of the Board of National Association of Manufacturers.  He 

is a member of the oil and gas industry’s 25 Year Club.  He was recently 

appointed as Texas Representative for Legal and Regulatory Affairs 

Committee of the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission. Mr. Linn 
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serves on the board of the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, as well as the boards 

of Small Steps Nurturing Center and Youth Development Center.  In addition, he 

is the Chairman of the Corporate Committee for the Capital Campaign of Texas 

Children’s Hospital.

Mr. Christopher B. Sarofim is President of Sarofim International 

Management and a member of Fayez Sarofim & Company’s 

Investment Committee. Mr. Sarofim has worked with his father, 

Fayez Sarofim, for 20 years.  Before joining Fayez Sarofim & Co., 

Christopher worked for Goldman, Sachs & Co. in New York as an 

analyst in their investment banking division. Mr. Sarofim serves on 

the board of trustees of The Brown Foundation, Inc., the University 

of Texas Health Science Center at Houston, St. George’s School, and 

serves on the M.D. Anderson Cancer Center Foundation Board of Visitors.  Mr. 

Sarofim formerly served on the boards of The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, The 

Alley Theatre, and the Asia Society, Texas.

The Board of Trustees is also pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. Sheldon 

Erikson, Mr. Jack Hunt and Mr. Drayton McLane, Jr. as Honorary Trustees. They 

join Messrs. Dan Duncan, The Honorable James A. Baker, III, Bob McNair, John 

Nau III, Hakeem Olajuwon and Anthony Petrello. Honorary Trustees serve as 

important advisors, lending their expertise and experience to advance the mission of 

THI at SLEH.

Mr. Sheldon Erikson has held executive positions in the petroleum 

industry for more than 25 years. Mr. Erikson is currently Chairman 

of the Board of Directors for Cameron.  He has been a director since 

1995, and has been Chairman since 1996.  He also served as President 

and Chief Executive Officer from 1995 through January 2007, and was 

Chief Executive Officer from January 2007 through March 2008. Mr. 

Erikson also serves on the Board of Directors of the National Petroleum 

Council, the American Petroleum Institute, and the Petroleum 

Equipment Suppliers Association, of which he is a past Chairman of the Board. 

Sheldon Er ikson

Christopher  Sarof im
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Mr. Jack Hunt has managed large, complex land based, multi-business 

resource companies involved in livestock production, farming, mineral 

exploration and production and real estate.  Mr. Hunt has been 

President/CEO of King Ranch in Texas since 1995. He has also held 

executive positions with the Tejon Ranch in California and the Jay Taylor 

Family Companies in Amarillo. Mr. Hunt is the Director of Consolidated 

Citrus, the nation’s largest citrus grower. He is Vice Chairman of the 

Texas Water Development Board, first appointed by then Governor Bush 

and reappointed in 2005 to a second six-year term by Governor Rick 

Perry. He is a member of the Board of Trustees of Baylor College of Medicine. 

Mr. Drayton McLane, Jr., serves as chairman of the 

McLane Group and is the CEO of the Houston Astros 

baseball club. During his tenure, the native Texan has 

propelled the McLane Company into a multibillion dollar 

company, achieving an average growth rate of 30 percent per 

year. Mr. McLane, who also serves as Chairman and CEO 

of the Houston Astros, is in his 16th season with that 

organization. His philosophy since purchasing the team in 

1993 is to bring a World Series championship to Houston 

and to make a positive difference in the community. He serves on numerous boards, 

including the Greater Houston Partnership, Baylor College of Medicine and M.D. 

Anderson Cancer Center. He also serves on the 

Executive Committee of Major League Baseball. He 

has been honored by the Boy Scouts of America, 

NASA, Texas Business Hall of Fame and Texas 

A&M University, among others.  

Jack  Hunt

Drayton McLane

Anna Jetton and Jason Stegemann

Anna and Jason will marry on October 4, 2008.  

Guests at their wedding will receive a card to inform 

them that Anna and Jason have made a gift to the 

Texas Heart Institute in their honor.  Their selfless 

gesture demonstrates their adoration for Anna’s 

father, who has benefited from the Texas Heart 

Institute’s pioneering research efforts.  We commend 

Anna and Jason, and thank them for including the 

Texas Heart Institute in this wonderful tribute.

Donor Highl ight

Texas Heart Institute Elects New Members (continued from page 3)



Stem cells are “generic” cells that can regenerate 
themselves and develop into specialized cells, such 
as cardiac cells. In stem cell therapy, stem cells are 
typically removed from another part of the patient’s 
body—usually the bone marrow or the blood, both of 
which contain a variety of stem cell types. The cells are 
then transplanted into the heart, where they can lead 
to the growth of new heart muscle and blood vessels to 
replace damaged tissues. 

 The special stem cells used in this study, known 
as mesenchymal precursor stem cells, are allogenic, 
meaning that they have been taken from the bone 
marrow of a healthy donor and grown in cultures 
to provide a plentiful supply. These cells, which are 
injected directly into the heart with a special catheter, 
appear not to provoke rejection by the recipient or 
cause inflammation.

“Our pre-clinical trials have established that ten 
days after the heart attack is the optimal time to give 
this treatment. The heart is still inflamed in the days 
just after a heart attack. If we 
wait too late, the heart will 
have too much scar tissue 
and its ability to pump will 
already be compromised,” said 
Emerson Perin, M.D., Ph.D.  
Dr. Perin is the director of the 
Texas Heart Institute’s Stem 
Cell Center and he was recently 
appointed Director of Clinical 
Research for Cardiovascular 
Medicine at THI.

This randomized Phase I trial will include 25 
patients in three phases in which the patient receives 
25, 75 or 150 million stem cells. Physicians use a 3-
D imaging technology which maps the electrical and 

mechanical function of the left 
ventricle, the main pumping 
chamber of the heart. The stem 
cells are injected into damaged 
but still viable areas of the 
heart muscle. 

“Our challenge remains to 
identify the very best types of 
stem cells, refine our delivery 
techniques, and establish the 
most effective doses of stem 
cells. We also have much work 

Graciela T.  Zabaleta

Mrs. Zabaleta of San Juan, Puerto Rico, who has 

been a consistent donor to the Texas Heart Institute 

since 1990, recently made her annual contribution.  

In an accompanying note, she wrote…So glad to be 

able to contribute and help the Texas Heart Institute.  

Mrs. Zabaleta, your donations for 18 consecutive 

years demonstrates the true meaning of caring.  

Please note that we will use your gift wisely to 

remove the threat of cardiovascular disease.  

Donor Highl ight

Texas Heart® Institute at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital Initiates 
First Clinical Trial in the World to Treat a Heart Attack 
Patient with a Special Stem Cell Type

P        hysician scientists at the Texas Heart  
      Institute (THI) at St. Luke’s Episcopal  
    Hospital announced they have begun 
the world’s first clinical trial to treat heart 
attack patients with a special type of stem 
cell to promote better healing and to prevent 
congestive heart failure, which many patients 
develop following a heart attack.

(continued on page 18)
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Looking Forward 
By Dr. James T. Willerson

THI has enjoyed a long and close 
relationship with SLEH that has 
allowed thousands of patients 
from all walks of life, the young 
and the old, the poor and the 
affluent, and people of the world 
to have their serious heart and vas-
cular problems to be treated, and 
often cured.  We shall build very 
strongly on that partnership as we 
go forward with the new patient 
care tower to be built having the 
name of THI at SLEH.  Our 
presentations, grant requests, and 
papers will have this same designa-
tion, i.e. THI at SLEH.  We shall 
also work very hard to have each partner benefit from 
the successes of the other, to address our problems, and 
to celebrate our successes together.

It is my personal commitment to work with 
physicians, educators, scientists, patients, and supporters 
to enable THI at SLEH to make seminally important 
contributions in discovery, education, and treatment 
that relieve suffering and improve the health of the 
patients we see, and ultimately to prevent cardiovascular 
disease worldwide.  This commitment must include 
enhanced educational, discovery, and service efforts 
through the strengthening  of our programs in each 
of these areas; recruiting and training of exceptionally 

talented physicians, scientists, and 
cardiovascular care givers; strengthening 
local collaborations in the Texas 
Medical Center and the State of Texas; 
forging new international relationships, 
especially in the Middle East, Latin 
America, and China; enhancing the 
raising of philanthropic dollars and 
increasing our grant support for 
research and education; and broadening 
and enhancing our THI Board 
membership. I hope we can strengthen 
our interactions with The University 
of Texas System and its component 
institutions as well.

I promise that I shall be very 
involved as a leader, encourager, promoter, recruiter, and 
sometimes creator in each of the areas mentioned above.  
I shall also remain very personally involved in the care of 
all of my present patients and of those who seek my help 
for their cardiovascular care in the future.  All of the 
research, education, and development of new procedures 
and medical strategies that occur at THI at SLEH have 
as their primary purpose the relief of pain and symptoms 
that prevent any person from living his or her life pro-
ductively or result in unexpected loss of life from cardio-
vascular disease.  I look forward to our partnership in 
helping the people of the world who have this dominant 
medical problem of our time, cardiovascular disease.

James T. Willerson, M.D.

      t is a great privilege, and at the same time, a great responsibility for me to follow Dr.  
      Denton Cooley as President of the Texas Heart Institute (THI). Dr. Cooley’s pioneering  
      and leadership contributions to cardiovascular surgery, his creation in 1962 of an institution 
dedicated to research and education in cardiovascular disease, the Number 1 killer of men and 
women of our time worldwide, and his recruitment of an outstanding team have resulted in an 
institution that has been consistently ranked in the top 10 among all similar centers in the United 
States consecutively for the past 18 years.  Even more importantly, physician/scientists at Texas 
Heart Institute at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital (THI at SLEH) have made major contributions 
to both the treatment and prevention of heart and vascular disease during this sustained period of 
time.  Dr. Denton Cooley is now the President Emeritus of THI, and he will continue to be by 
our side and a very important advisor and conscience in everything we do going forward.

I 



Anyone with Internet access can go to the website and 
ask a question about preventing, 
diagnosing or treating 
cardiovascular disease. 
Participants are encouraged to 
ask questions whose answers 
will benefit the public in 
general, rather than questions 
about the individual’s specific 
health condition. Answers to 
appropriate questions  
received will be posted on 
the website and links to more 
information on the THI 
website will be provided. 
      xzc 
      

The idea for this new service is the concept of Dr. 
Mehdi Razavi, a cardiologist 

who specializes in cardiac 
electrophysiology. “The 
Internet is a powerful 
communication tool and we 
look forward to empowering 
the public with accurate, 
current information in an 
accessible way. Most people 
already use the Internet to 
search for health related 
information. There’s no 
reason why they shouldn’t 
get precise information from 
an expert source,” said  
Dr. Razavi.  

GlaxoSmithKline

An important component of the Texas Heart Institute’s 

mission is continuing education programs for heart 

specialists.  The Texas Heart Institute counts on the 

support of companies to present these programs.  

On July 25-26, 2008,  the 8th Texas Update in 

Cardiovascular Advancements was held at the Texas 

Heart Institute at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital—The 

Denton A. Cooley Building.  We wish to thank 

GlaxoSmithKline for its generous support of this 

important program.

Donor Highl ight
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THI Launches New 
New Public Information Service

E     ver wish you could email your health questions to a highly qualified physician and  
     actually get a response? Now you can. In keeping with its mission to educate and share  
     knowledge with the public, the Texas Heart Institute has launched a new service, www.
askatexasheartdoctor.org. 
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B        ud Frazier, M.D., has received the Ray C. Fish Award for Scientific Achievement from the  
        Texas Heart Institute at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital. Dr. Frazier is chief of  
       Cardiopulmonary Transplantation at the Texas Heart Institute, co-director of the Institute’s 
Cardiovascular Research Laboratories and director of Surgical Research.  He is chief of the 
Transplant Service at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital.  His academic appointments include 
professor of Surgery at the University of Texas Health Science Center in Houston, clinical 
associate professor of Surgery at the University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, and 
clinical professor at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston.

Dr. Bud Frazier Receives Ray C. Fish Award 
for Scientific Achievement

For the past 40 years, Dr. Frazier has been a 
pioneer in the treatment of severe heart failure and in 
the fields of heart transplantation and of mechanical 
devices that may be used either to substitute for or to 
assist the pumping action of the human heart.  His 
interest and work with mechanical assist devices began 
while he was still a medical student at Baylor College of 
Medicine, under the direction of Dr. Michael DeBakey. 

During his 25 years as director of the division 
of cardiopulmonary transplantation, Dr. Frazier has 
guided the service into one of the top transplantation 
programs in the world. He and his team have 
performed more than 1,000 heart transplants and 
implanted more than 800 heart assist devices.  His 
reputation as a cardiothoracic surgeon attracts patients 
from all over the world to the Texas Heart Institute for 

treatment.  Other surgeons also seek his expertise and 
often invite him to consult on operations and program 
development at their institutions.  

Ray C. Fish was a leading figure in the natural gas 
industry and a philanthropist. Mr. Fish believed in the 
American dream of “opportunity for success.” The Ray 
C. Fish Foundation was established so that others 
might be encouraged to broaden man’s self-knowledge 
and to keep the American dream alive. After its 
founder’s death from heart disease, the Fish Foundation 
granted $5 million to make the Texas Heart Institute a 
reality. For this reason, the Institute’s highest 
professional award is given in honor of this 
extraordinary man. The award recognizes those whose 
innovations have made significant contributions to 
cardiovascular medicine and surgery.

From left, Dr. 

Denton Cooley 

presents Dr. 

Bud Frazier 

with the Ray 

C. Fish Award 

for Scientific 

Achievement. 
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*Your gifts, from March 1, 

2008 through July 31, 

2008, enabled us to take new 

initiatives in research, to provide 

educational opportunities 

for young heart specialists, 

and to teach people how to 

live healthier lives.  We salute 

your generosity and loyalty, 

which allow us to achieve vital 

margins of excellence and to 

advance the programs against 

cardiovascular disease.

EDUCATION

AstraZeneca Pharmecuticals LP
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
GlaxoSmithKline
The Medicines Company
Medtronic, Inc.
Merck & Co., Inc.
Sanofi Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
St. Jude Medical, Inc.

ENDOWMENT

The Ewing Halsell Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McNair
Dr. and Mrs. George J. Reul
Mr. Pearce H. Shanks, Jr.
J. Marvin Smith, III, M.D.

RESEARCH

Acorn Cardiovascular Inc
Mrs. James Anderson, Jr.
Ms. Lydia M. Besteiro
Mrs. Mary C. Blake
Boston Scientific SCIMED
Mr. John T. Brady
Mr. and Mrs. Troy Christensen
Dr. Barbara J. Cicardo
Mr. and Mrs. Cheney Coker
Duke Energy Corporation
Ray C. Fish Foundation
Ms. Bonnie L. Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. William Tom Ingram
Mr. Joseph Laulicht
Levitronix LLC

Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Frances Moceri
Mr. Robert N. Murray
Mr. Percy Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Cullen Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. George C. Roth
Lakesha S. Smith, M.D.
The William A. and Madeline Welder Smith 
Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew C. Vinci
Mrs. Barbara S. Young

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES/ 
GREATEST NEED

Mr. and Mrs. George C. Adams
Mr. Johnnie R. Allred
American Express Foundation
Mr. John A. Anderson
Mahmud Bangash, M.D.
Barrett Foundation
Bishop and Mrs. Maurice M. Benitez
Mrs. Lawrence A. Bertetti
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald W. Biggs

Mr. and Mrs. Jan K. Bogard
Mr. James H. Brewster
The Brown Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. Richard J. Callaway
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Carmichael
The Caring for Children Foundation of  
	 Texas, Inc.
Mr. Daniel A. Cerny
Chevron Chemical Company Employee
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight E. Choate
Mr. and Mrs. Troy Christensen
Mr. William L. Clifton
Mr. Kenneth W. Clower
Mr. and Mrs. Cheney Coker
The Coneway Family Foundation
Mrs. Lydia B. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Denner
Mr. Jerry L. Ernst

Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Evans, Sr.
Mrs. Diane Farb
Ms. Lynn Fisher
Mr. Michael Franks
Dr. and Mrs. N. Martin Giesecke
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Golian
Ms. Meg L. Goodman and Mr. Mike Bonini
Mr. Robert W. Guernsey
Mr. Raymond Hall

Halliburton Company
Participating Employees
Thomas Clark
Henry Jazdzewski
Stephen Lane Kullerd
Charles Lancaster
Barbara Myhaver
Steve Pipkin
James Potts
Christopher Sumers
Hughes Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Al W. Hamann
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hamman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Hanson
Mr. Donald R. Holt
*IBM Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. William Tom Ingram
Elva Johnston Foundation
Mr. James M. Jordan

KBR
Participating Employees
Haresh Divanji
Sharon Edge
James Johnson
Edward Schauseil
Stephanie Louise Summerall

Mr. Daniel T. Klebek
Ms. Martha R. Kleymeyer
Mr. Herbert E. Koenig
The Kroger Company Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald M. Lemole
Ms. Martha Lovstad
Mrs. Janie McAdams
Mr. and Mrs. John D. McLain
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. McMillen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. McMullin
Ms. Lily Lou McMurrey
Sister Teresa Meaux
Dr. and Mrs. Angelo M. Miele
The Honorable and Mrs. Robert A.
Mr. George H. Paris
Ms. Rose M. Perez
Ms. Ramona Daigle Pole
Ms. Jean Pozin
Randall’s Food Markets, Inc.
Ms. Janet Rasmussen

Mrs. L i la Strain

 
Mrs. Stain of Lufkin, Texas, sent a check in the 

amount of $500.00.  In an accompanying note to 
Dr. Denton A. Cooley, she wrote that her husband 

had been operated on by Dr. Cooley in 1964.  She 
reminded him that the Strains had very little money 
at that time and she believed that they owed him 
$500.00.  Not surprisingly, Dr. Cooley asked that 
she make a gift to the Texas Heart Institute.  Mrs. 
Strain, you are to be commended for your noble 

action, and, Dr. Cooley, thank you for always 
looking after the Texas Heart Institute. 

*

*

*

*

*
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Mr. Ray D. Rawlings
Estate of Dorothy H. Rothschild
Mr. and Mrs. Joel B. Ruby

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher B. Sarofim
The Brown Foundation, Inc.

Herman J. Schultz, M.D.
Mary Alice Smith Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Smith
St. Luke’s Episcopal Health System
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. Stewart
Mrs. Lila Strain
Strake Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Albert S. Tabor, Jr.
Mrs. Rachel K. Taylor
Mrs. Sara Ann Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Claude H. Townsend
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Vacca
Mrs. Mary S. Vasquez
Mr. John D. Watson, Jr.
Frederick M. Weissman Revocable Trust
Dr. and Mrs. James T. Willerson
Mr. Eric Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Albert F. W. Yap
Dr. R. Eugene Zimmerman

Gift in Kind

Mr. and Mrs. Meredith J. Long

IN MEMORY OF

Frank Abbott and Patrick Wylie Abbott
Mr. and Mrs. Philip I. McConnell
Wylie Cup Memorial Golf Tournament

John S. Bace
Mr. and Mrs. R. Trent Campbell, Jr.
Mrs. Linda K. Finger

Tommy Barcelona
Mr. Joe Christopher

Lena and Jack Bertucci
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Markman

Joe Berzak
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Vallone
Stephanie Binion
Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. Matthews, Jr.

Harlan Bixby
Dr. and Mrs. Louis S. Weinstein

Maria Teresa Chavira
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Price

Lee Collins
Mr. David Gevertz

James R. Colvin, Sr.
Mr. Lewis Napper
Ruston-Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Storms
Mr. and Mrs. O.D. Westbrook

Zachary Scott Crispin
Ms. Marsha Collier
Cyberpals of LuvthatGW 
Mrs. Linda Fenn
Ms. Susan Greco

Jewell P. Culberson
Mr. Al S. Culberson

Bill De Gidio
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Morton

Marcian Fisher
Lynn and Robert Barrett

Annemarie Foulard
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Vallone

Helen Fourticq
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Vallone

Lil Goldsobel
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph D. Cohen

Dolores Greider
Dr. and Mrs. Alfred S. Goodman

Joseph Gugenheim
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Gugenheim

Michael Guttman
Mrs. Dorothy Jo Nachlas

Emily Hanna
Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig Brand

Joe Harris
Mr. and Mrs. Jack B. Zimmermann

Janice Hazen
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Markman

Sean Hendrick
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin F. Hendrick

Margo Houston
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Petty, Jr.

Martha J. Huddle
Doug and Dian Huddle

Addie L. Ihde
Mr. Sherman G. Ihde

Randy Isaacks
Mrs. Sara A. Rain

Lucille Russell Jenkins
Mrs. Angeline M. Whisher

Jo Ann 
Mr. and Mrs. James N. Flanagan

Alton Jones
Ms. Kathy Watson

Henry Kaplan
Mrs. Miriam Kaplan

Marian Kaufman
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Markman

Alvin Kellman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pfeil

Louise Klina
Mr. and Mrs. C. Jay Dilda

Louis Kreismer
Mrs. Justine P. Kreismer

Doyle E. Krueger
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Bering, Jr.

Michael Leppert
Mr. and Mrs. Jay C. Grubb

George MacRobert
Mrs. Silvia MacRobert

Clement “Clem” Marshall
Mr. and Mrs. Jack B. Zimmermann

Charles Matthews
Mrs. Sara A. Rain

Edward R. Maunder
Mrs. Patricia Maunder

Leonard F. McCollum
Mrs. Joan Schnitzer Levy

Marguerite McCrea
Mr. Amon Evans
Ms. Kathy Hazard
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Woodruff

c o n t r i b u t o r s

Texas Heart Contributors (continued from page 9) 
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Beverly Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Gugenheim
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald L. Katz

Kathlyn Montgomery
Mr. and Mrs. U.E. Voetter

Edith Mullin
Mr. and Mrs. Mark I. Sherman

Joseph A. Neely, Jr.
Prudential Financial

Marguerite Watts Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Boelte
Ms. Wahnetta A. Mitchell

Jonathan Ortiz
Ms. Myrna M. Gaspari

George Parrigin
Mr. and Mrs. Courtney Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory L. Gregg

Glenn Purcell
Ms. Ima Burg

John A. Rathmell
Mrs. Mary C. Blake
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Cook
Mrs. Bessie S. Liedtke

Steve Reynolds
Mrs. Marjorie Reynolds
Ms. Joan W. Scott

Gregg Ring, Sr.
Ms. Kathryn O. Coleman
Mr. Peter K. Jameson
Mr. Thomas G. Jameson
William S.and Lora Jean Kilroy Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Kubenka
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Lev
Mr. Daniel J. Okruhlik
Russell, Eva and Chris Ring
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Ring
Mrs. Janet W. Schmidt
Mr. and Mrs. David Short
Ubernosky, Passmore & Majeres LLP
Mr. and Mrs. U.E. Voetter
Ms. Susan Ring Williams

Barry Ringler
Mr. and Mrs. Jack B. Zimmermann

Lorraine Romagna
Mr. John B. Romagna

Sandra “Sandi” L. Roman
Mr. and Mrs. Adam W. Schuff

James A. Rosborough
Mrs. Dorothy Jo Nachlas

Sam Rosenzweig
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Vallone

Augusto Roura
Mrs. Maria M. Roura

Geneta Royce
Heart Exchange Support Group, Inc

Eli Schaffer
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald L. Katz
Ms. Enid R. Robinson
Mr. Bernard Weingarten

Helmuth Schmidt
Mrs. Jennie R. Lobosco

Emmett Stewart
Suzanne, Jennifer & Judy Levin

Lazaro Suarez
Mr. Michael Andriano
Mr. George E. Galas

Betty Jean Swanson
Mr. Gary Blanton
Ms. Phyllis Boyea
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Coffey
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Cowan
Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Gattis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Gattis
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Hiester
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Schweikhardt

SHW Group LLP
Mr. Lester H. Stephens
Mr. Carl Swanson
Mr. and Mrs. Sid Tarro and Family
Ms. Jane H. Wilson

Winston Thiltgen
Mr. and Mrs. Jack W. Lodge

Evelyn Trojacek
Mr. Daniel J. Okruhlik

Billy Eugene Tuma
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Edwards
Mr. Ray Guidry
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Moore
Mr. Warren O. Pollard
Ron Ringler Chevrolet Co., Inc.
TCMA Oldtimers

Freddy V. Waddill, III
UF TREC

Billie N. Weber
Ms. Lorraine L. Burkhart

Vera Weltschew
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Noel

William Franklin Whitfield
Mr. and Mrs. J. Currie Bechtol
Northern Trust, NA

Tommy Williams
Ms. Totsy Noles

Nicanor Zabaleta
Mrs. Graciela Zabaleta

Kenneth W. Zindler
Ms. Enid R. Robinson

IN HONOR OF:

Amany Ahmen, M.D.
Ms. Suzy Lanier

Stanford Alexander
Mrs. Suzanne Levin

W. H. Appling
Mr. Christopher Sumers

Bill Barnett’s Speedy Recovery
Ms. Suzanne Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Kirby G. Gerland

 
Not long ago, Mr. and Mrs. Gerland established an 

endowment, asking that interest income be directed to 
help the promising work of Dr. O.H. Frazier and his team.  

In a letter that accompanied the check, Mr. Gerland 
wrote…I hope that this small donation might help in 
some way to help Dr.  Frazier continue his research so 
that other people can have a chance at enjoying life as 
I have.  Mr. Gerland, permit us to correct one statement 

and reaffirm another.  Your contribution was far from 
small, and you may rest assured that Dr. Frazier and his 
associates will apply their very best efforts to help other 

victims of cardiovascular disease.  

(continued on page 12)
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Cardiovascular Surgery Team
Mr. Jerrold B. Armour

Anthony J. Ciranni
Mr. Joseph O. Ciranni

Denton A. Cooley, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Atlas 
Mr. and Mrs. George Avgerakis
Mr. B. B. Gayle
Mrs. Jennie R. Lobosco
Mr. and Mrs. Willard U. Taylor

Drs. Denton A. Cooley, Roberto  
Lufschanowski & George J. Reul

The Bileca Family

Dr. Joseph Coselli
Mr. and Mrs. John Victor Gober

J. Michael Duncan, M.D.
Mrs. Mary Lou Lambert

Theodore Economopoulos’ 102nd birthday
Ms. Elena Nicole Economopoulos

Eric Franks
Mr. and Mrs. Max Tubb

O. H. Frazier, M.D.
The Samuels Foundation

Aileen Gordon
Mrs. Suzanne Levin

Peggy Greenbaum’s 75th Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred L. Friedlander

Kittie and Kevin Gugenheim’s 18th  
Wedding Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Gugenheim

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Herzog’s 50th  
Wedding Anniversary

Mr. and Mrs. J. Desey Desenberg

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred L. Friedlander
Mrs. Aileen Becker Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. Walter A. Hecht
Ms. Paula Jarrett
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Kaplan
Ms. Molly Ann Kaplan
Mrs. Jennie Karotkin
Ms. Nancy Frimel Landa
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lapin
Mr. Stanley Leventhal
Mrs. Suzanne C. Levin
Mr. and Mrs. Barry M. Lewis
Ms. Frann Lichtenstein
Mr. and Mrs. David Neuberger
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Oster
Mr. Jay H. Plotkin
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Zuber

Patrick J. Hogan, M.D.
Mr. Michael T. Judd

Texas Heart Contributors (continued from page 11)

The Cooley Circle

The Cooley Circle is a volunteer organization established to help 

assure the Texas Heart Institute’s role as the preeminent facility 

of its kind through the active support of leading citizens who 

generously contribute $5,000 annually and serve as effective ambassadors.

Mr. and Mrs. (deceased) Myles Aaronson
Mr. and Mrs. Louis K. Adler
Joan and Stanford Alexander
Mrs. Margaret Alkek (deceased)
	 & Mrs. Margaret Alkek Williams
Mrs. Doris Fondren Allday
Nancy C. Allen
Mrs. James Anderson, Jr.
The Honorable and  
	 Mrs. Hushang Ansary
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Arnold, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Atlas
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Ballard
The Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen  
	 (deceased) and Mrs. Bentsen
Mrs. Thomas Walter Blake
Elaine Amacker Bridges
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Brock, III
Mrs. Jean William Brown

Dr. and Mrs. Rex D. Bushong
Mr. Charles C. Butt
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Carmichael
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cizik
Mr. and Mrs. Morton A. Cohn
Dr. and Mrs. John W. Craddock, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry H. Cullen
Chuck and Melissa Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Davis
Linnet Deily
Jack and Sharleen Doherty
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Doss
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Duncan, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Duncan, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Elias
Mr. J. A. Elkins, Jr. (deceased)
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon R. Erikson
Mr. (deceased) and Mrs. Harold Farb
Mr. Tilman J. Fertitta

Dr. and Mrs. Charles D. Fraser
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred L. Friedlander
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred C. Glassell, Jr.
Mr. Alfred C. Glassell, III
Meg Goodman and Mike Bonini
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Grimes II
Gen. (R) and Mrs. Alexander M. Haig, Jr.
Billye and Michel (deceased) Halbouty 
Mr. and Mrs. William Haynes
Gaile and Danna Henry
The Honorable (deceased) and  
	 Mrs. John L. Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Howard W. Horne, Sr.
Mr. Harvey R. Houck
Doug and Dian Huddle
Mr. Roy M. Huffington (deceased)
Mr. and Mrs. Raleigh W. Johnson, Jr.
Mr. (deceased) and Mrs. Richard  
	 J.V. Johnson



13

c o n t r i b u t o r s

Dena Houchin, R.N.
Mr. and Mrs. George Avgerakis

Karen Wallace Johnson
Mr. James Johnson

Paul Johnson’s 80th Birthday
Dr. and Mrs. Warren M. Jacobs

Sadie Krakower
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred L. Friedlander

Bobby Maricle
Mrs. Yvonne Maricle

Jean Mintz’s 75th Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred L. Friedlander

David A. Ott, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. H. Don Teague
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Wilder

Robert Portnoy’s 60th Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Jacobson

Jerry Potts
Mr. James Potts

Shafik Rifaat’s Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Vallone

Elizabeth Rochell 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Rochell

Ross M. Reul, M.D.
Ms. Mary Hernandez

Marc Samuel’s Recovery
Joan and Stanford Alexander Foundation

Chief Judge John V. Singleton Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent A. Mandola

James T. Willerson, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Atlas
The Coneway Family Foundation
Mrs. Bond Davis
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stephen Marks
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Vallone

Landon Woodroff
Mr. Gary D. Ward

Antoine G. Younis, M.D.
Mr. Joe Christopher

Our goal is to express our gratitude to all 
those named in this issue of Texas Heart 
Institute Update and to list each of our 
valued contributors accurately.  Despite our 
best efforts, however, errors sometimes occur.  
In that event, we would appreciate being 
notified at (832) 355-3792.

* Matching Gifts Program

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Don D. Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. Bill J. Kacal
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Kickerillo
Mrs. William S. Kilroy, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles King
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Klein
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Kotts
The Honorable and Mrs. Bob Lanier
Mr. and Mrs. Berdon Lawrence
Mrs. John R. Less
Lee Levit
Rochelle and Max Levit
Mr. Irvin L. Levy and Mrs. Joan  
	 Schnitzer-Levy
Judith M. and Irwin L. Levy
Mrs. Bessie Liedtke
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Lindsey
Mr. and Mrs. Meredith J. Long
Mr. (deceased) and Mrs. Ben F. Love
Mr. William R. Lummis
Mrs. Jayne Miller Maginnis
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Margolis
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney H. Margolis
Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Marks
Dr. (deceased) and Mrs. John P.  
	 McGovern
The McMahon Family 

Bob and Janice McNair
Ms. Edna Meyer-Nelson
Mrs. Bryan C. Miller, Jr.
Beth and Charles Miller
Steve and Sheila Miller
Mr. and Mrs. S. Reed Morian
Mr. and Mrs. Lucian L. Morrison
The Honorable and Mrs. Robert  
	 A. Mosbacher, Sr.
Dr. Harold M. Northington (deceased)
Mr. and Mrs. G. Ogden Nutting
Mr. Ralph S. O’Connor
Dr. and Mrs. David A. Ott
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Owsley
Mr. Louis M. Pearce, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Peterkin
Doug and Puddie Pitcock
Mr. and Mrs. T. William Porter
Michael and Mary Kay Poulos
Mr. John A. Rathmell (deceased)
Mr. and Mrs. T. R. Reckling, III
Ms. Grace E. Reed and  
	 Arthur E. Stimson
Mr. and Mrs. Hershel M. Rich
Mr. (deceased) and Mrs. John F.  
	 Riddell, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Clive Runnells 
Mr. Fayez S. Sarofim
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Saunders

Bobby and Judy Shackouls
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Shapiro
Charles and Ellen Sheedy
Mr. Richard H. Skinner
Mr. and Mrs. Roland E. Sledge
Mr.  Sidney V. Smith (deceased)
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Tate
Jack and Catherine Threet
Mr. and Mrs. Christian H. Trask
Fred L. Turner
Dr. Theo S. Tusa, Jr.
Roswell and Blake Vaughan
Mr. and Mrs. J. Virgil Waggoner
Mr. and Mrs. Cy Wagner
Mrs. Velma Lunt Wallace
Dr. Frederick M. Weissman (deceased) 
Herbert Wells
Mrs. John L. Welsh, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. James T. Willerson
Mr. and Mrs. (deceased) J. Cooke 		
	 Wilson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace S. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Young
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Zilkha

*New Members

*

*
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Texas Heart Institute Donors . . .

Each year, donors become members of gift categories based upon the size of their 
financial contributions as listed below. Donors of $100 or more from March 1, 2008 
through July 31, 2008, appear in this section of Texas Heart Institute Update. We are 

grateful for these contributions and for all gifts to the Texas Heart Institute.

CENTURIONS

$100-$499

Joan and Stanford Alexander 
Foundation

American Express Foundation
Mr. John A. Anderson
Mr. Jerrold B. Armour
Mr. and Mrs. George Avgerakis
Bishop and Mrs. Maurice M. Benitez
Ms. Lydia M. Besteiro
Mr. Gary Blanton
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Boelte
Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig Brand
Mr. James H. Brewster
Mr. Richard J. Callaway
Mr. Joseph O. Ciranni
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Cook
Mr. Al S. Culberson
Cyberpals of LuvthatGW
Mr. Jerry L. Ernst
Mr. Amon Evans
Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Evans, Sr.
Mrs. Linda K. Finger
Ms. Lynn Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Friedlander
Mr. B. B. Gayle
Mr. David Gevertz
Mr. and Mrs. John Victor Gober
Ms. Bonnie L. Gordon
Ms. Susan Greco
Mr. Robert W. Guernsey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Hanson
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Hiester
Mr. Donald R. Holt
IBM Corporation
Mr. Sherman G. Ihde
Mr. and Mrs. William Tom Ingram
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Jacobson
Mr. Peter K. Jameson
Ms. Paula Jarrett
Mr. James M. Jordan

Ms. Molly Ann Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Kaplan
William S.and Lora Jean Kilroy 

Foundation 
Mr. Daniel T. Klebek
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Kubenka
Mrs. Mary Lou Lambert
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald M. Lemole
Ms. Frann G. Lichtenstein
Mrs. Jennie R. Lobosco
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent A. Mandola
Mrs. Yvonne Maricle
Mr. and Mrs. John D. McLain
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. McMillen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. McMullin
Dr. and Mrs. Angelo M. Miele
Ms. Suzanne Miller
Mrs. Dorothy Jo Nachlas
Mr. Lewis Napper
Northern Trust, NA
Mr. George H. Paris
Ms. Ramona Daigle Pole
Mr. Warren O. Pollard
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Ring and Family
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Ring
Mr. and Mrs. George C. Roth
Mrs. Maria M. Roura
Herman J. Schultz, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. David Short
SHW Group LLP
Lakesha S. Smith, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. Stewart
Mr. Carl Swanson
Mrs. Rachel K. Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. H. Don Teague
Mr. and Mrs. Claude H. Townsend
Mr. and Mrs. Max Tubb
Ubernosky, Passmore & Majeres LLP
UF TREC
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew C. Vinci
Mr. John D. Watson, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Wilder
Mr. Eric Williams

Wylie Cup Memorial Golf Tournament
Mr. and Mrs. Albert F. W. Yap
Mrs. Barbara S. Young
Mrs. Graciela Zabaleta
Mr. and Mrs. Jack B. Zimmermann
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Zuber

FRIENDS 

$500 - $999

Mahmud Bangash, M.D.
The Caring for Children Foundation  

of Texas, Inc.

KBR
Participating Employees
Haresh Divanji
Sharon Edge
James Johnson
Edward Schauseil
Stephanie Louise Summerall

Dr. and Mrs. Scott LeMaire
Mrs. Patricia Maunder
Ms. Lily Lou McMurrey
Ms. Jean Pozin
Mrs. Lila Strain
Mr. Gary D. Ward

SPONSORS 

$1,000 - $4,999

Acorn Cardiovascular Inc
Mr. Johnnie R. Allred
Barrett Foundation
Mrs. Lawrence A. Bertetti
The Bileca Family
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Mr. William L. Clifton
Mrs. Bond Davis
Edward B. Diethrich, M.D.

*

*

*
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Duke Energy Corporation
Mr. Michael Franks
Dr. and Mrs. N. Martin Giesecke

Halliburton Company
Participating Employees
Thomas Clark
Henry Jazdzewski
Stephen Lane Kullerd
Charles Lancaster
Barbara Myhaver
Steve Pipkin
James Potts
Christopher Sumers
Hughes Williams

Dr. and Mrs. Grady L. Hallman
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hamman
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Haynes
Elva Johnston Foundation
Ms. Martha R. Kleymeyer
Levitronix LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Trey Lipsitz
Mrs. Silvia MacRobert
Mr. and Mrs. William N. Mathis
The Medicines Company
Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Ross M. Reul
Estate of Dorothy H. Rothschild
Mr. and Mrs. Joel B. Ruby
The Samuels Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher B. Sarofim
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Smith
J. Marvin Smith, III, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Albert S. Tabor, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Willard U. Taylor
Dr. R. Eugene Zimmerman

PATRONS 

$5,000 - $9,999

The Adler Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Arnold, Jr.
AstraZeneca Pharmecuticals LP
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Atlas
Mrs. Mary C. Blake
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Jean W. Brown
H.E. Butt Grocery Company
Mr. and Mrs. Morton Allan Cohn
Mr. and Mrs. Myron B. Deily
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon R. Erikson

Frost Bank
GlaxoSmithKline
Retired General and Mrs. Alexander 

M. Haig
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Klein
The Honorable and Mrs. Bob Lanier
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Berdon Lawrence
Mrs. Greli N. Less
Mr. Irvin L. Levy and Mrs. Joan 

Schnitzer Levy
Mrs. Bessie S. Liedtke
Dr. and Mrs. James J. Livesay
Mr. and Mrs. Meredith J. Long
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Lummis
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney H. Margolis
Medtronic, Inc.
Merck & Co., Inc.
The Honorable and Mrs. Robert A. 

Mosbacher, Sr.
Mr. Robert N. Murray
Mr. Ralph S. O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Peterkin, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Poulos
Mr. and Mrs. Cullen Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. T. R. Reckling, III
Dr. and Mrs. George J. Reul
Mr. and Mrs. Hershel M. Rich
Sanofi Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher B. Sarofim
The Brown Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Fayez S. Sarofim
St. Jude Medical, Inc.
Strake Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Tate
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Vallone
Mr. and Mrs. Roswell F. Vaughan, III
Mr. and Mrs. Cyril Wagner
Mr. Herbert C. Wells
Mrs. John L. Welsh, Jr.

BENEFACTORS 

$10,000 - $24,999

Mrs. James Anderson, Jr.
Ms. Elaine Amacker Bridges
Dr. and Mrs. Rex D. Bushong
The Coneway Family Foundation
The Lillian H. and C.W. Duncan 

Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Duncan
Mr. and Mrs. Howard W. Horne, Sr.
Mr. Michael T. Judd
Mrs. Lee Levit
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stephen Marks
Mr. and Mrs. S. Reed Morian
The William A. and Madeline  

Welder Smith Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. James T. Willerson
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Young

PHILANTHROPISTS

$25,000 - $99,999

Boston Scientific SCIMED
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Carmichael
Doug and Dian Huddle
Ms. Frances Moceri
Mary Alice Smith Charitable 

Foundation

HUMANITARIANS 

$100,000 AND ABOVE

The Brown Foundation, Inc.
John S. Dunn Research Foundation
Mrs. Diane Farb
Ray C. Fish Foundation
Ms. Meg L. Goodman and  

Mr. Mike Bonini
The Ewing Halsell Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McNair
St. Luke’s Episcopal Health System
Frederick M. Weissman Revocable Trust 

* Matching Gifts Program

*

*

*

*
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Mr. and Mrs. Mark Embrey
Bridget and J. Mark Gidley
Mr. Alfred C. Glassell, III
Mr. and Mrs. Rand Holstead

Martha and Trey Lipsitz
Mr. and Mrs. William N. Mathis
Courtney and Christopher Sarofim

The Cooley Connection

Similar to The Cooley Circle, The Cooley Connection was created to 
strengthen the Texas Heart Institute’s progress against cardiovascular 
disease and to introduce succeeding generations of leaders—those 45 

years of age and younger—to the Institute. Members of The Cooley Connection 
contribute $1,500 annually.  
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Texas Heart Institute at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital 
Appoints New Research Director

    he Texas Heart Institute (THI) at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital has appointed Richard  
      Dixon, Ph.D., as director of the Wafic Said Molecular Cardiology Research Laboratories.  
      Dr. Dixon and his staff come to THI from Encysive Pharmaceuticals, Inc., a Houston drug-
discovery and development company that he co-founded with Dr. James Willerson, president and 
medical director of THI, and others.  Prior to founding Encysive, Dr. Dixon was the Director and 
Head, Department of Molecular Biology, Merck, Sharp and Dohme Research Laboratories.  

Dr. Dixon is bringing his research team 
to THI. Team members include Ronald 
Biediger, Ph.D, Peter Vanderslice, Ph.D., 
Darren Woodside, Ph.D., Charles Gundlach 
and Amy Ray. THI employees Qi Liu and 
Toya Terry will also join Dr. Dixon’s team.

The main focus of the team’s research 
is how different cell types, for example 
inflammatory cells and stem cells, move 
within various body tissues. They are 
interested in the receptors which are present 
on the surface of these cells that determine 
how cells are directed to various locations in the body, 
such as the heart, the abdomen or the lungs. They are 
interested in which signals are produced that cause the 
cells to move, direct them within tissues, and cause 
them to stop and localize.  

Some of these receptors include 
intracellular adhesion molecules, such as 
integrins, which are directly involved in 
intracellular contact, as well as chemokine 
receptors which react to hormones that 
regulate cell movement.  Once the relevant 
receptors are identified, the scientists use 
various techniques to block their activity. 
This research team has focused on 
chemical blockers which can be used as 
drugs to modulate the receptor activity in 
pre-clinical models and eventually in 

patients. The team’s ultimate hope for this type of 
research is to learn how to control stem cells which are 
already present within an individual to repair tissue 
damaged by trauma or disease.

T

From left, Richard 

Dixon, Ph.D., Peter 

Vanderslice, Ph.D., 

Ronald Biediger, 

Ph.D., Charles 

Gundlach and 

Darren Woodside, 

Ph.D. comprise 

the core research 

team of the Wafic 

Said Molecular 

Cardiology Research 

Laboratories at THI.
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Dr. Denton A. Cooley was recently honored by the unveiling of The 
Denton A. Cooley Plaza at the entrance to St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital. 
The site was donated by the family of Morton Cohn, a member of the 
THI Board of Trustees. 

A Place of Honor

to do in understanding the molecular mechanisms by 
which stem cells differentiate into specific organs and 
tissue,” said James Willerson, M.D., president and 
medical director of the Texas Heart Institute at St. 
Luke’s. 

For more information about this clinical trial or 
others underway at the Texas Heart Institute, contact 
the Stem Cell Center at 866-924-7836 or email 
stemcell@heart.thi.tmc.edu. There is also information 
on all the trials at www.texasheart.org. 

Texas Heart® Institute at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital Initiates  (continued from page 5)
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A       $2.8 million National Institutes of Health grant to The Texas Heart Institute at St. Luke’s  
       Episcopal Hospital will fund development of a novel “pulse-less” total artificial heart.  
       Unlike previous heart-assist pumps that duplicated the pulse of the natural heart, this 
experimental device uses two small MicroMed® DeBakey VADs (ventricular-assist devices) that 
pump blood continuously. 

Texas Heart® Institute Receives $2.8 Million Grant 
to Develop Unique Total Artificial Heart

 One of the two VADs will be dedicated to circulation of 
blood throughout the body and the other to blood flow 
to and from the lungs. Developing a way to design the 
pumps to  automatically respond to the body’s changing 
needs for blood – such as during exercise – will be a key 
aim of the program. Continuous flow pumps are smaller, 
simpler and more robust than their large, complicated 
pulsatile predecessors.

The principal investigator of the study is Bud Frazier, 
M.D., chief of Cardiopulmonary Transplantation, 
chief of the Center for Cardiac Support and director of 
Surgical Research at the Texas Heart Institute. He is chief 
of the Transplant Service at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital.

The Texas Heart Institute has been a leader in 

developing heart–assist devices, including those with a 
continuous flow. Heart-assist devices aid or take the place 
of the left ventricle, the heart’s major pumping chamber. 
Another small continuous flow pump, the HeartMate 
II, has undergone extensive testing for this purpose at 
the Texas Heart Institute. Previous work using such 
continuous flow pumps showed that they could keep 
people alive for years, even without a perceptible pulse. 

The grant was awarded under the NIH 
Bioengineering Research Partnership, a special program 
to encourage collaborations among medical and 
engineering experts. Dr. Frazier will lead with a 
collaborative team from THI, MicroMed Cardiovascular, 
Inc., University of Houston, and Rice University.  



 “For 45 years, the Texas Heart 
Institute at St. Luke’s has maintained 
a strong commitment to excellence in 
research, education and patient care,” 
said Denton A. Cooley, MD, president 
emeritus and surgeon-in-chief of the Texas 
Heart Institute, and chief of Cardiovascular 
Surgery at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital. “To receive this 
honor consistently is extremely gratifying.”
	 Ranked at number seven this year, the Texas Heart 
Institute at St. Luke’s is the only heart center in Houston 
and the Southwest to be listed among the top ten in its 
category by the magazine. 
	 “The physicians, scientists and staff have led the 
Texas Heart Institute at St. Luke’s to a position of 
global leadership through their efforts to prevent and 
treat cardiovascular disease. Their passion, vision and 
dedication are encouraged 
by this continued 
recognition,” said James T. 
Willerson, MD, president 
and medical director of the 
Texas Heart Institute at St. 
Luke’s. 
	 Dr. Willerson also 
noted that, on a 1 to 100 
scale, the Texas Heart 
Institute is within three 
points of being in the top 
five heart centers.

	 The annual rankings, determined through criteria 
such as surgical volume, ratio of registered nurses to 
beds, number of medical and surgical discharges and 
recognition by peers, are designed to assist people in 
seeking the highest level of skills in diagnosing, treating 
or managing difficult medical conditions.  		
	 For its rankings, U.S. News evaluated 5,453 
hospitals. Only 170 of those met the standard of being 
among the best in one or more specialties. The magazine 

evaluated hard data, 
engaged in physician 
surveys and considered 
patient outcomes, and 
then recognized the 50 top 
scoring hospitals in each 
category it reviewed.	
For more information 
about the rankings, log on 
to U.S. News Online, 
www.usnews.com/
besthospitals. 

Donor Highl ight

The Ray C. F ish Foundat ion 

In the 1960’s, a $5 million gift from Mr. Ray C. Fish enabled the 

founding of the Texas Heart Institute.   His heirs, through the Ray C. 

Fish Foundation have honored his legacy by providing a steady and 

impressive level of philanthropy to sustain and strengthen the work 

of the Texas Heart Institute.  Recently, the trustees of the Ray C. 

Fish Foundation made a $250,000 commitment for adult stem cell 

research and therapy.  We are deeply grateful.

20

I
Texas Heart® Institute at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital 
Ranked Among Nation’s Top Heart Centers for 
18th Consecutive Year

     n its annual survey of “America’s Best  
    Hospitals,” U.S.News & World Report has  
    ranked the Texas Heart Institute at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Hospital as one of the in the top 10  
centers for heart and heart surgery in 
the United States for the 18th 
consecutive year. St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Hospital was also 
ranked among the top 50 
hospitals in eight other major 
areas of care.
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 the recipient of the Denton A. Cooley Leadership 
Award, which was announced for a January, 
2009 date.  Now, Dr. DeBakey will be honored 
posthumously with the Leadership Award on January 
21, 2009.
	 As expected, many of THI’s physician leaders were 
called upon by news media to reflect on Dr. DeBakey’s 
amazing life and career following his death. 
	

“There’s no question he was one of the pioneers of 
cardiovascular surgery in the last half of the 20th 
century,” said Denton A. Cooley, M.D., president 
emeritus and surgeon-in-chief of the Texas Heart 
Institute. “He was one of my primary mentors and 
any success that I have enjoyed can be traced back to 
his counsel and interest in my career. One of his 
greatest legacies is that he influenced so many students 
to pursue careers in cardiovascular surgery.” 

In Memoriam Michael E. DeBakey (continued from cover)

Remembering a Legend

Posthumous Presentation of Denton A. Cooley 
Leadership Award to Dr. Michael E. DeBakey Planned

D        r. Michael E. DeBakey had accepted our invitation to become the 14th recipient of  
        The Denton A. Cooley Leadership Award on Wednesday, January 21, 2009. Save-the-date  
       cards had just been mailed when his unfortunate death occurred.

Dr. Cooley’s desire to honor Dr. DeBakey remained unchanged, and with Mrs. DeBakey’s blessing, 
we plan to present the award posthumously on the original date of Wednesday, January 21, 2009.  

For more information, please call (832) 355-3792.    



I
2008 Great Pumpkin Fun Run

    t was heartening to learn that the Great  
    Pumpkin—he of the large round head,  
    the spindly legs and the crooked smile—
has agreed to race the streets of Houston for 
the Texas Heart Institute’s Great Pumpkin  
Fun Run, scheduled for Saturday morning, 
October 25, 2008.  

The event, designed to promote cardiovascular health 
through exercise, will again feature the 5K Great Pumpkin 
Dash, the 3K Goblin Gallop and the 1K Witches Walk.  The 
post-race party will include a live band, great food and beverages, 
and what has become a seasonal favorite, the Children’s Costume 
Contest.  

Presented by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Texas, the fun run, 
designed to promote cardiovascular health through exercise, will again 
feature the 5K Great Pumpkin Dash, the 3K Goblin Gallop and the 
1K Witches Walk.  The post-race party will include a live band, great 

food and beverages, and what has become  
a seasonal favorite, the Children’s  

Costume Contest.  

Participants also enjoy exciting door prizes and run-
ners’ awards, as well as wonderful long-sleeve T-shirts.  

Sponsors to date include Bank of Houston, Cici’s 
Pizza, Coca-Cola, Continental Airlines, Frankel 
Building Group, Dian and Doug Huddle, Kickerillo 

Companies, Joe Levit Family Foundation, Pin Oak 
Interests, Porter & Hedges, L.L.P., Sports Authority, St. 

Luke’s Episcopal Hospital, Texas Children’s Heart Center, 
Tony’s and Watermill Express.  

The easiest way to register is online at www.
texasheart.org. There, you will find information about 

registering in person; dates, times and locations of packet 
pickup; and more. A race registration form can also be 
found on the accompanying page.  

This is the 13th Great Pumpkin Fun Run. If you suffer 
from Triskaidekaphobia, an irrational fear of anything 
associated with the number 13, look at what is emblazoned 
on the Great Pumpkin’s chest.  Your participation in this 
event will help you overcome your fear.
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Saturday, October 25, 8:00 a.m. 

Hermann Square (Smith & Walker – across from Tranquility Park)
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Categories of Participation (Check one)

 5K Run	  3K Jog/Walk	  1K Walk	  Wheelchair

Entry Form

Name 
		  First		  Last

Address  

          City  		                     State  	             ZIP  		

Sex:    M      F        Age (as of race day) 	

        
Day Phone                                          Emergency Phone  

  

T-Shirt Size

     Adult Sizes (all long-sleeved)   S     M    L     XL  		

➤	 You will receive a large T-shirt if you fail to mark a size or do not pick up 	  

	 your packet by race day.

➤	 To guarantee shirt size, entries must be received 10 days prior to race day 

	 Children Sizes (all short-sleeved)    10-12     14-16

	 Amount Enclosed: $                                       Check Number:  	  

	 (All wheels, except those on wheelchairs, will be prohibited in the 5K race)

Deadlines & Fees

Categories of Participation    * Postmarked by 10/18/08	    Late Registration	  Race Day

$________  5K	 $20	 $22	 $25

$________  3K	 $20	 $22	 $25

$________  1K	 $15	 $15	 $15

$ _______  65 & Over	 $10	 $10	 $10

$ _______  Wheelchair	 $10	 $10	 $10

HARRA members receive $2 discounts.   HARRA #  

Total $          	Check #                  Make Check Payable To:  Texas Heart Institute

I regret that I am unable to participate, but enclosed is my tax-deductible donation of $                 , 

made payable to the Texas Heart Institute.

                     RACE DAY REGISTRATION CLOSES AT 7:15 A.M. SHARP.

Race Application 2008    www. texashear t .o rg

Waiver Statement  
Must Be Signed

In consideration of acceptance of this entry, 
I waive and release all claims for myself and 
heirs against the Texas Heart Institute, the Texas 
Heart Institute Foundation, St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Health System, USA Track & Field, the City of 
Houston, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Texas*, 
and any sponsor and all officials and volunteers 
of the Great Pumpkin Fun Run for any illness or 
injury that may directly or indirectly result from 
participation in the 2008 Great Pumpkin Fun 
Run. I further state that I have trained and am in 
proper physical condition to participate in this 
race. The entry is invalid unless signed by entrant. If 
entrant is under 18 years of age, parent or guardian 
must sign.

Entrant’s Signature

Date

*A Division of Health Care Service Corporation, a Mutual 
Legal Reserve Company, an Independent Licensee of the 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association
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Dr. James Willerson Appointed (continued from front cover)

of the University of Texas Health Sci-
ence Center at Houston since 2001 
and was named the Alkek-Williams 
Distinguished Professor there at the 
same time.

“I first met Jim Willerson as a 
young teenager. Even then, his drive, 
intelligence and determination were 
evident. Those abilities, along with 
a dedication to academics and scien-
tific research, allowed him to excel 
as one of the finest cardiologists in 
the world today. I am fully confident 
he will bring to THI the same ambi-
tious, successful leadership as he gave 
to the UT Health Science Center 
these past several years,” said Dr. 
Cooley. 

Dr. Willerson has gained inter-
national renown for his research in 
identifying vulnerable plaques which 
can lead to heart attacks or strokes. 
He and his research partner, Emerson 
Perin, M.D. hold a global leadership 

position in adult stem cell therapies 
for cardiovascular diseases. Last year, 
THI was named as one of five centers 
selected by the National Institutes of 
Health to study stem cell treatments 
for patients with cardiovascular dis-
ease. Dr. Willerson is the Principal 
Investigator for the studies at THI.

“My vision is to establish THI 
as the preeminent cardiovascular 
center in the world – a place where 
outstanding students, scientists and 
physicians come to learn, discover 
and practice, where patients come 
when they have heart and vascular 
diseases, and where new discoveries 
related to genetic and proteomic risk 
of cardiovascular diseases are made,” 
said Dr. Willerson.
	 Dr. Willerson’s reputation as a 
cardiologist has grown exponentially 
over the last 20 years as he vigorously 
pursued research and education 
in cardiovascular medicine. 

The International Academy of 
Cardiovascular Sciences recently 
described him as “possibly the world’s 
leading cardiologist. The Academy 
has honored Dr. Willerson with the 
Medal of Merit for Distinguished 
Achievements in Cardiovascular 
Sciences for his lifetime of 
exceptional accomplishments. Just 
this month Dr. Willerson was elected 
President-Elect of the Academy, 
based on worldwide voting of Fellows 
of the Academy.
	 “The Board of Trustees believes 
Dr. Willerson is uniquely suited for 
this leadership position. His 
considerable talents, his extraordinary 
commitment to research and 
education, and his unparalleled 
dedication bode well for our Heart 
Institute,” said Meredith Long, 
Chairman of the THI Board of 
Trustees. 


